Spring, 2020 - Keeping in Touch (without
touching)!
Weathering the storm
All of the Habitat for Humanity of Northwest
Connecticut Family of Partners, Volunteers,
Donors and Board Members hope that you and
yours are safe and well!
The Northwest Corner of Connecticut is blessed
to have so many caring individuals and
organizations that are all striving to make these
extraordinary times a reflection of the
community that is shared among neighbors,
friends and family. We ALL prove everyday our
care and empathy for one another

Never has the home been more important to our daily lives. We all need to be grateful for
our safe places, and recognize that many in our region don't have a healthy or affordable
means to shelter in place. As well, never have individuals who work in healthcare, food
services, service industries like truck drivers, teachers, municipal workers and contractors and
others been so important to everyday life. The need to have reasonable, affordable housing
for all our neighbors in this region is more evident now than ever.

Our Partner Families
We've been in contact with all of our Partner families to let
them know Habitat is there for them at this time. We're
working on the installation of a generator for one Partner, as
there is medical equipment in their home that can't go out of
commission. Otherwise, our Partners know to touch base with
their Liaisons should anything arise that we all can help with.
Habitat for Humanity of Northwest Connecticut is the
mortgage holder for all our Partner homes, and we are
committed to working with our Partners should the situation
require. Feeling secure is as important as feeling safe.
It's hard to imagine taking care of children and home and
holding down an 'essential' job with few opportunities for day
care, but our Partners do it 24/7 now. We only wish we could
help more families.
The Habitat Family is one that believes that once a Partner,
always a Partner, and family looks out for one another. It's
been wonderful to hear that so far so good for all health-wise.

Volunteer!
Habitat Homes don't just miraculously
happen! It takes EVERYONE coming
together to make safe affordable
housing a reality for as many as
possible. VOLUNTEER SIGN UPS ARE
ALWAYS WELCOME! WE ALL HOPE TO
GET BACK ON TRACK SOON WITH ALL
VOLUNTEER ACTIVITIES!

What's going on with This 'n'
That from Habitat today?

Our retail store in North Canaan has been
closed since mid-March, and donation
pick up has been suspended. Please
watch our website for any Breaking News
related to the Store and Donations! We
will return when it's safe.
www.habitatnwct.org

CONSTRUCTION UPDATE
The Current Project at 27 Furnace Road in Lime Rock
and our Preliminary Work on our Property on Route
44 in North Canaan.
The Current Project is a home at 27 Furnace Road in Lime Rock.
The home has 3 bedrooms, 1.75 bathrooms (a full bath with a
tub / shower, and a master bath with a shower only), and an
open kitchen/living/dining area. It is approximately 1,150 square
feet, and has an outside shed for storage and a crawl space
basement with access for additional dry storage.
The home will be extremely energy efficient, which will keep the
electrical costs at a minimum. The home will also have a PV
(photovoltaic) array that will produce the bulk of the electricity
needed for the home. We're ready to insulate, install the septic
system, finish the well and complete the inside just as soon as it
is safe to do so! At least it's not water issues that are slowing this
project down. We will be giving tours of the new home with all of
it's features as soon as is practical.

We are accepting applications to Partner with Habitat for this home! Partnering means that
the home is purchased by you from Habitat for Humanity of Northwest Connecticut after
investing time in helping to build the home. Habitat holds the mortgage for the home, and
there is never any interest paid during the life of the mortgage. This is a tremendous
opportunity to to obtain a home with an affordable monthly payment that is usually less than
rent in this area.
Please see the information below under "Our Open Application Period has been EXTENDED",
and follow the links to our website for more information on what "Partnering" means.
We also have started basic work at the property Habitat owns on Salisbury Road in North Canaan. There are
2 lots in the rear of 320 Salisbury Road, both of which can accommodate a single family home. We're
finalizing the work needed to obtain the building permits, and our Building Committee should be meeting
soon to work on the design(s) and sighting!

Tax Law changes for 2020 that
impact Charitable Donations
Normally, this time of the year would have
Habitat for Humanity of Northwest Connecticut
preparing it's Annual Appeal letter for mailing by
the end of April. Unfortunately, the current
situation combined with folks receiving
numerous appeals for resources right now will
almost certainly impact our fundraising goals for
the Fiscal Year (we close out books on June

30th).
For 2020, even taxpayers who use the Standard
Deduction will be able to reduce their Adjusted
Gross Income by up to $600 for couples ($300
for singles) dollar for dollar for all donations to
non-profit organizations.
Our goal for the January to June 2020 time
frame is $45,000. To date, we have seen
donations of $6,300 from so many generous
individuals, foundations and organizations, but
we're coming up short. This amount is needed
so we may finish our project at 27 Furnace Road
($33,000) and prepare for our next build on
Salisbury Road ($6,000).
Our Annual Appeal letter is our lifeline for this
time of the year, as our big fundraisers are
(generally) in August (the Giant Tag Sale), and
our Gala in October. The Appeal Letter will will
likely NOT be mailed, and rather, we will use
electronic means to encourage donations.
You can help Habitat help others in this time of
need. Our website is set up to accept your
donations, and we thank you in advance for your
understanding and trust at this crucial time.

Make a Donation - Help us reach
more families!

Amazon Smile
Every little bit helps! We're known as:

Habitat for Humanity of NW Connecticut
when you sign up to benefit our organization
through your Amazon purchases.
Sign-up to benefit Habitat of Northwest Connecticut
with your Amazon purchases!

OUR OPEN APPLICATION PERIOD IS BEING

EXTENDED!

We will be accepting applications until May 25th, 2020
for our current project at 27 Furnace Road in Lime
Rock / Lakeville Connecticut.
We are actively seeking a new Partner! If you've ever considered the possibility of Partnering with Habitat to
obtain an INTEREST FREE loan on a new or completely renovated home now is the time to request an
application package.
Request an application

Does this sound like you?
You are living in a home that is too expensive or too
small, has mold or other issues which impact your
families' health, or is expensive to heat due to being
older. You live or work (or have another strong
connection) in the towns of North Canaan,
Canaan/Falls Village, Salisbury, Cornwall, Norfolk or
Sharon.

Email us at partner@habitatnwct.org, and we'll
forward you an application package. When you
email your request, please include your address and
phone number, just so we can keep track of all the
applications we've sent out.

Thank you!

See our website for further information on
Partnering with Habitat!

Habitat for Humanity of Northwest Connecticut |
www.habitatnwct.org



